
&EPA Leviathan Mine 
Superfund Site 

I 
Background 
Leviathan Mine is an abandona:l Op:lll-pit sulfur mine. The mine is located approximately 25 miiESsouthe:st of 
Lake Tahoo high on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevcda mountain range, in a remote portion of northe:stern 
Alpine County, CA surrounded by national forest and private land. The a::::id mine draincge (AM 0) from Leviathan 
Mine has historically contaminated a nine-mile stretch of the Leviathan-Bryant Cresk watershed, impa::::ting Levia­
than, Aspen, and Bryant Cresks, as well as the East Fork Carson River. In 2000, the U.S. Environmental Prote:::tion 
Agency (EPA) a::lded the mine and the impa::::ted ara:s (the "Superfund site") to the National PrioritiES List (NPL). 
The NPL is the list of the most complex, uncontrolled hazardous waste sitES throughout the United StatES that 
threaten public hEalth and the environment. 

The historical a::::tivitiES from the Leviathan Mine have 
created AM 0, impa::::ting the surrounding environment. 
Sulfurica::::id is created when water (rainwater, snowmelt 
and subsurfa::s water) intera::::ts with rocks containing 
sulfur-bearing minerals. The resulting highly a::::idic 
water moves into the surrounding environment, such as 
the groundwater, surfa:e water and soil, and may have 
harmful effe:::tson humans, animals and plants. 

Although a long-term ciEmup plan 
has not l:a:ln developed, esrly ciEmup 
a::::tivitiESare l::eing conducted to 
reducs the diocharge of untreated 
AMO. In themid-1980s, the 
Pollution Abatement Proje:::t began 
which included re-grading the site, 
building evaporation ponds, and 
channeling thecresk. Interim treatment 
systems have greatly improVEd the water 
quality of the Leviathan-Bryant Cresk 
watershed. 
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Site Location 
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Assessment I 

Washoe Tribe of Nevada & California Role 
EPA's Policy on Consultation and Coordination with Indian Trite dis:::usx:s EPA's responsibility to oonsult with 
tribEs and oonsider their interests when taking a:::tion that may affect them or their re:oura:s. EPA works with 
the Wcffioe Trite and providEs funding through aoooperativecgresment. The Wcffioe Tribe has given helpful 
oomments on a number of site documents. 

Visit one of the Information 
Repa;itories lc::l03ted at: 

Talk with one of the EPA or Wf!Etlcra Trill:! of Nevada & 
California ...,..,""""" ... +""+iu:""· 

Douglas County Library 
1625 Library Lane 
Minden, NV 89423 
(775) 782-9841 

EPA Superfund Records Center 
95 HaiiVthorneSt., 4th Floor 
San Francis:o, CA 94105 
(415) 536-2000 

Websites: 

Lynda Deschambault 
U.S. EPA Remedial A"ojed: Mancg3r 
(415) 947-4183 
dB:hambault.lyr7(i;i@:pa.fPV 

Yolanda Sanchez 
U.S. EPA Community Involvement 
Coordinator 
{415) 972-3880 
S31Ttez.)OIBI1d;:@:pa.g;rv 

Leviathan Mine Superfund Site- http://ao.usa.gov/x9mf4 
April 2015 Site Updates Fa:t Sl"et- http://go.usa.gov/x9mfZ 

Michelle Hochrein 
Wf!Etlcra Environmental Proted:ion 
Department 
(775) 265-8689 
mid-el/e.ha:hreir@M!l:h::Srite.us 

Gary Riley 
U.S. EPA Remedial Proja:;t M~r 
(415) 972-3003 
ri /ej.f13/}@!pa.fP! 

Be included on the Leviathan 
Mine Superfund site mailing list 
by conta:ting Yolanda S:inchez. 
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